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Norval Foundation and The Sovereign Art Foundation Launch
Prestigious Prize for Artists from Africa and its Diaspora
Cape Town, South Africa - Norval Foundation and The Sovereign Art Foundation (SAF) today
announced the launch of an annual award for contemporary artists from Africa and its diaspora.
The Norval Sovereign African Art Prize (NSAAP) celebrates the practices of leading contemporary
artists and aims to benefit them by increasing their international exposure.
Fifty-three independent art professionals working across 20 countries and territories have nominated
artists to enter the Prize, resulting in over 300 online submissions.
The competition will culminate in an exhibition of 30 shortlisted artists at Norval Foundation from 26
January to 28 February 2022.
The first prize is a cash award of R500 000 South African Rand and the opportunity for a solo exhibition
at Norval Foundation in Cape Town. The NSAAP also aims to raise significant funds for the shortlisted
artists and for Norval Foundation’s Education Programme in an equal split through an auction
administered by Sotheby’s.
An additional award (Public Vote Prize, R25 000 South African Rand) will be granted to the finalist
whose work proves the most popular with the public through online votes or in-person voting at the
exhibition.
The exhibition is expected to comprise a diverse display of artwork by some of the most significant
voices in contemporary art while supporting arts education in Africa.
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Elana Brundyn, CEO of Norval Foundation, said of the initiative: “Our partnership with The Sovereign
Art Foundation epitomises the power of collaboration to achieve shared goals. Working together, we
aim to further the visual arts across the continent, developing important resources for learners and
educators, while also fostering opportunities for leading contemporary artists. The resources generated
through this collaboration will go to the selected artists and Norval Foundation.”
The finalists’ artworks will be auctioned online in partnership with Sotheby’s, with auction proceeds to
be split equally between the artists and Norval Foundation. The Foundation will use these resources to
assist learners by developing their visual and verbal literacy, fostering their capacity for creative
thinking and nurturing empathy, while empowering educators.
Through similar projects, including its coveted Sovereign Asian Art Prize, SAF has raised over US$9
million for artists and charitable organisations worldwide.
Howard Bilton, Founder and Chairman of SAF, commented: “The Sovereign Art Foundation has been
running art prizes in Asia, Europe and the Middle East since 2003. In this time, we have showcased some
of the greatest artists working in those regions and have made some amazing discoveries, whilst raising
millions of dollars to assist disadvantaged children by using the therapeutic benefits of art.

Hannah O’Leary, Head of Contemporary African Art at Sotheby’s added, “We are delighted to
partner with Norval Foundation and The Sovereign Art Foundation to host the auction for this groundbreaking prize. As the global leaders in the fast-growing market for contemporary art from Africa,
Sotheby’s recognises the importance of such initiatives in bringing African artists to the attention of
the a rt world at large, and the leadership role Norval Foundation plays in showcasing the very best in
artistic talent, curation and research that the African continent has to offer.”
The online entries will now be shortlisted, and the final winners determined by an expert judging panel
comprising:
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Since our first initiative in Africa in 2012, we have sought to establish a significant art prize for Africa
and its diaspora, where some of the most exciting and innovative art is currently being produced. In
joining our expertise and experience together with that of the Norval Foundation, we are realising a
long-held ambition to give these artists the recognition and platform they deserve, whilst raising
substantial funds for arts education in Africa.”

David Elliott Writer, Curator, and Museum Director;
Janine Gaëlle Dieudji, Exhibitions Director at Museum of African Contemporary Art Al Maaden,
Marrakech;
Tim Marlow, Director and CEO of the Design Museum, London;
Khanya Mashabela, Curator at Norval Foundation; and
Marie-Ann Yemsi, Curator and art consultant.
The names of the 30 shortlisted artists will be announced in October 2021.
The Prize has attracted the support of local partners in South Africa, including Aspiring Logistics, who
will be handling the Prize’s logistics, and FRAMED, who will be assisting with artwork framing.
Information about the nomination and entry process, as well as the full nominator list, terms and
conditions and full schedule of The Prize are available on the SAF website and Norval Foundation
website.
END
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Key Dates
Shortlist announcement
Finalists Exhibition
Winner Announcement

19 October 2021
26 January – 28 February 2022
16 February 2022

Press Enquiries
The Sovereign Art Foundation: Georgina Angus
Georgina@sovereignartfoundation.com
+44 (0) 77 650 910 77
Norval Foundation: Molly Fitz-Patrick
molly.fitz-patrick@norvalfoundation.org
+27 (0)87 654 5900
+27 (0)82 300 9674
Facebook SovereignAsianArtPrize | SovereignArtFoundation
NorvalFoundation
Instagram @sovereignasianartprize | @sovereignartfoundation
@norvalfoundation
#SovereignArtFoundation #NorvalFoundation #NSAAP

Norval Foundation
Norval Foundation is a centre for art and cultural expression, dedicated to the research, education and
exhibition of 20th- and 21st-century visual art from South Africa and beyond. Founded in 2018 and
incorporating a sculpture garden alongside a protected, endemic wetland, Norval Foundation is the
only place in Africa to see Yinka Shonibare’s Wind Sculpture SG (III).
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Editors Notes

The Gerard Sekoto Foundation is based at Norval Foundation, as are the Edoardo Villa Estate
Collection and the Alexis Preller Archive. Norval Foundation believes that art has the power to enrich
our lives and that artists contribute to our communities in profound ways. The Norval family are the
founders and initial funders of Norval Foundation and their aim is to make art widely accessible to local
and international visitors by creating a self-sustaining centre for art. The proceeds from capital
donations are used to secure the Foundation for future generations.
NorvalFoundation.org
The Sovereign Art Foundation
The Sovereign Art Foundation (SAF) is a charitable organisation that was founded in 2003 with a welldefined twin focus: to recognise the growing wealth of contemporary art talent in Asia and bring the
proven benefits of expressive arts to disadvantaged children.
In the same year, SAF launched The Sovereign Asian Art Prize, now recognised as the most established
and prestigious annual art award in Asia-Pacific. The Prize increases the international exposure of
artists in the region, whilst raising funds by auctioning shortlisted artworks and sharing proceeds
equally between the participating artists and SAF. SAF uses these proceeds to fund programmes that
support disadvantaged children using expressive arts. This model has so far raised over US$9 million for
artists and charities worldwide
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In 2013, SAF launched Make It Better (MIB), an initiative that supports children from low-income
backgrounds and with special educational needs in Hong Kong. MIB works in local schools and
community centres to o˛er children a programme of expressive arts workshops designed to build selfesteem, confidence, self-awareness and interpersonal skills. SAF also supports teachers, social workers
and caregivers of these children by introducing them to the therapeutic benefits of art.
SovereignArtFoundation.com
Sovereign
Sovereign began in Gibraltar in 1987 and has since grown into one of the largest independent
corporate and trust service providers in the world. Sovereign currently manages over 20,000 clients that
include companies, entrepreneurs, private investors or high net worth individuals and their families and
have assets under administration in excess of US$10 billion.
Sovereign Corporate Services – offers company formation and management across all major
jurisdictions, together with the necessary support to assist companies of all sizes to establish and
sustain operations successfully.
Sovereign Private Client Services – provides trustee services, wealth management and succession
planning to internationally mobile families and entrepreneurs.

Sovereign Insurance Services – offers bespoke corporate and personal insurance services for our clients,
wherever they are domiciled.
Sovereign has established a network of offices or agents in all major international finance centres,
allowing clients to access a global service from a local point of delivery and holds appropriate
authorisations in all jurisdictions that require it to be licensed.
SovereignGroup.com
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Sovereign Retirement Planning – devises and administers individual and corporate international
pension schemes that offer choice, transparency and portability across multiple jurisdictions.

Sotheby’s
Sotheby’s has been uniting collectors with world-class works of art since 1744. Sotheby’s became the first
international auction house when it expanded from London to New York (1955), the first to conduct
sales in Hong Kong (1973), India (1992) and France (2001), and the first international fine art auction
house in China (2012). Today, Sotheby’s has a global network of 80 offices in 40 countries and presents
auctions in 10 different salesrooms, including New York, London, Hong Kong and Paris. Sotheby’s offers
collectors the resources of Sotheby’s Financial Services, the world’s only full-service art financing
company, as well as Advisory services for collectors, museums, corporations, artists, estates and
foundations. Sotheby’s presents private sale opportunities in more than 70 categories, including three
retail businesses: Sotheby’s Wine, Sotheby’s Diamonds, and Sotheby’s Home, the online marketplace for
interior design.
Sothebys.com
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