FINALISTS’ CATALOGUE

FOREWORD FROM THE DIRECTOR OF
SOVEREIGN TRUST (MALTA) LIMITED
Welcome to The Sovereign Art Foundation Students Prize
for Malta and Gozo Catalogue for 2022.
Remarkably, it has been two years since we were last
able to hold an Awards Evening. The world has changed
dramatically since then and we are all faced with what
has become the ‘new normal’. The pandemic and related
isolation suffered by many has brought to the fore such
issues as mental health and mindfulness. In this context, the work carried out by the
Sovereign Art Foundation has become all the more important in highlighting the need for
therapy and rehabilitation through Art.
During the last year work has continued, and funds raised by the Foundation have
reached over US$10 million. This has helped us provide much needed assistance to
children in some of the most impoverished areas of the world through the Foundation’s
‘Make it Better’ program and in collaboration with other charity partners. The Sovereign
Art Foundation in Malta and its volunteers are extremely proud to be associated with the
work of the Foundation.
Here in Malta, the Foundation is excited to be partnering with Camp Willingness in
sponsoring children to take part in their Summer Camps through the funds raised from
the sales of prints and postcards featuring the art of Malta’s talented art students, as
well of different activities organized within Sovereign Trust (Malta) Limited and Sovereign
Pensions Services Limited. In addition to this, The Sovereign Art Foundation in Malta is
very proud to be able to award prize money not only to the students who enter, but also
to the school’s Art Departments supporting them as they give much needed art tuition
to their students.
While 2021 proved to be a most challenging year, it is encouraging to see the large
number of entries received. The quality of the art submitted has been particularly
outstanding this year and the judges for the 2022 prize really had their work cut out
for them in selecting a winner. To give some numbers, the Student Prize for 2022 has
received more than 80 entries from 18 different schools. This is remarkable again when
you consider the circumstances that both students and teachers have had to endure
during the Covid pandemic.

I would like to thank all the students and schools for entering again and for making
the Student Prize a firm and regular feature on the art and scholastic calendar. As with
previous years, the entries from the Student Prize 2022 will go on to compete in the 2023
Global Students Prize competing against prize winners from the other countries in which
the prizes run. This gives great international exposure for both the student and their
artwork as the results of the prize are published worldwide.
To date Sovereign has been very pleased to award cash prizes to winning schools and
to their students in the amount of €12,400 along with consolation prizes. For this year’s
prize the winning schools are set to receive €2,300 toward the development of their art
departments and for the winning students, a total cash prize of €800 to reward their
efforts.
It only remains for me to give my heartfelt thanks to all those who entrusted us with
their entries, to the schools who encouraged their students to participate, to the willing
volunteers at Sovereign with special mentions to Valerie Urrunaga and Angela Manduca,
the judges and finally all those who provided additional support. Thank you.

Stephen Griffiths
Managing Director
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THE SOVEREIGN ART FOUNDATION

The Sovereign Art Foundation (SAF) is a charitable organisation founded in 2003 to
recognise, support and promote contemporary art talent; and to bring the therapeutic
benefits of art to disadvantaged children.
In the same year, SAF launched The Sovereign Asian Art Prize, now recognised as the
most established and prestigious annual art award in Asia-Pacific. The Prize increases
the international exposure of artists in the region, whilst raising funds by auctioning
shortlisted artworks and sharing proceeds equally between the participating artists
and SAF. SAF uses these proceeds to fund programmes that support disadvantaged
children using expressive arts. This model has so far raised over US$10 million for
artists and charities worldwide.
This year, SAF launched two new international art prizes: The Norval Sovereign African
Art Prize and The Sovereign Portuguese Art Prize, each with the objective of increasing
the international exposure of artists in these countries, whilst raising funds for local
arts education programmes.
SovereignArtFoundation.com
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THE SOVEREIGN ART FOUNDATION
STUDENTS PRIZE MALTA & GOZO 2021
The Sovereign Art Foundation (SAF) Students Prizes are annual awards that celebrate
the importance of art in the education system and recognise the quality of artworks
produced by secondary-school students across the world. The first Students Prize was
established in 2012 in Hong Kong, followed by additional Students Prizes in Bahrain,
Guernsey, Gibraltar, the Isle of Man, London, Malta and Gozo, Mauritius, Portugal and
Singapore. The aims and objectives are to:
Recognise the work of talented secondary-school level art students around the world
and exhibit their work to a wide and engaged audience.
Celebrate the importance of art in the education system, rewarding successful
secondary-school art programmes to the benefit of a greater number of students.
Engage with local organisations that share our aims of promoting arts in the
community and encouraging cultural development.
Unite all regional winners in an annual Global Students Prize exhibition, showcasing
their talent on an international stage and facilitating cultural exchange.
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THE SAF GLOBAL STUDENT PRIZE
In 2021, SAF launched The Global Students Prize. Bringing together the winning
artworks of the previous year’s student prize competitions, from each participating
country. From this group of artists, the public vote for a Global Public Winner and a new
panel of Judges convene to select a Global Judges’ Winner. This competition enables
cultural exchange between nations, showcasing artworks by the most talented and
promising students from across the globe.

2022 WINNERS

The Judges’ Prize
Megan Griffin I Isle of Man
Vexation (Ballakermeen High School)

Public Vote Prize Winner
Naveniten Valleeamah I Mauritius
Lord Krishna (Adolphine de plevitz SSS)
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THE SOVEREIGN ART FOUNDATION
STUDENTS PRIZE MALTA & GOZO 2022
This year, The SAF Student Prize Malta & Gozo has been pleased to welcome multiple
entries from different secondary schools and Sixth Forms in the country.
Our Foundation aims to use the prize to encourage artistic talent and showcase the
efforts of those talented students across both islands. The Prize provides a platform
to promote Art and creativity in schools and to the public.
The 20 talented finalists of this year were selected by our international judging panel
formed by Howard Bilton, Stephen Griffiths, Caroline Miggiani, Laura Swale and
Christine Porter Lofarno.
After a few years of sanitary restrictions due to the pandemic, we are finally able
to welcome our finalists, their schools’ representatives, and families in an Awards
Ceremony where we are to announce live the winners of this year’s prize. One overall
winner chosen by the judges, and one chosen the public.
THE PRIZES

STUDENT

SCHOOL

JUDGES PRIZE

€500

€1,500

PUBLIC VOTE, 1ST AWARD

€300

€800
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OUR JUDGES
Howard T. D. Bilton
Chairman and founder of The Sovereign Group – one
of the world’s largest privately-owned consultancies
specialising in the provision of offshore trusts and
companies and associated international tax advice.
Howard holds a joint honours BA degree in classics and
law from the University of Keele and is qualified as a
Barrister and called to the Bars of England/Wales and
Gibraltar. He currently lives and works in Hong Kong. He
is a regular contributor of articles for The Telegraph and
Financial Times. He is a visiting non-resident professor
at Texas A and M University where he assists with their
LLM and Masters degrees in International Tax and
Offshore Centres. In 2003 he formed The Sovereign
Art Foundation Limited, now registered in Hong Kong,
Singapore, Guernsey, South Africa, Malta & Gozo,
Portugal and the UK. He is the principal of Hillvalley
Limited, which since 2005 has been making wine in
Portugal, this is sold throughout the world under the
“Howard’s Folly” brand name.

Stephen Griffiths
Stephen Griffiths is Managing Director of Sovereign
Trust (Malta) Limited and a director of Sovereign Pension
Services Limited. Stephen has worked in the financial
service industry for many years both in the United
Kingdom, Gibraltar and in Malta where he has lived with
his family for more than 12 years. Prior to leaving the UK
Stephen worked as a management consultant for one
of the UK’s largest service providers and before that as a
marketing and advertising consultant in print media and
television. “As early as I can remember art has always
played an important role in my life. My grandfather was
a very talented artist and passed on a love of art to
me. I am therefore honoured to be part of something
that helps encourage that same love of art in others.” –
Stephen Griffiths.
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Laura Swale
Laura is an artist and former secondary school art
teacher and head of department of fifteen years.
Now an entrepreneur, she is currently developing
new businesses in the Arts in Malta. These are Allura:
Malta Open Art Studios, designated to be Malta’s pilot
social enterprise, and the MACC: the Malta Arts and
Culture Club, a creative hub for those who love all
things cultural and Arts-related. Her background is
in the visual arts, namely fine art, illustration, textiles,
printmaking, digital art and graphic design. She is also
working towards a Post-graduate Diploma in Interior
Design. Her creative ventures draw upon her wide and
varied artistic background and range of creative skills tin
order to drive innovation and change in an industry she
is passionate about. She has also previously worked in
galleries and exhibitions, office management, publishing
and retail, and has a background in events and project
management. Her people-facing teaching career has
given her a vast amount of presentation experience,
upon which she now draws for the networking, public
relations and marketing aspects of her new enterprises.
These are driven by a passion for the Arts and for Malta
itself, which she has come to love since relocating in
April 2016. These projects are motivated by a desire to
support, promote and celebrate the Arts and to drive
constructive change in the creative sectors, so that the
Maltese Arts and cultural sectors might evolve alongside
social, economic and environmental change. Laura is
also a French speaker. Her creative portfolio can be
viewed at www.lauraswale.com
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OUR JUDGES

Caroline Miggiani
Caroline Miggiani graduated from the University of Malta
in 2012 with a degree in History of Art. Later on, in 2017,
she was awarded a Master’s degree in the same discipline.
Her main research interests include art produced during
the First and Second World Wars and 20th century British
artists who have a connection with Malta.
Miggiani has recently published a book entitled The
Official Colours of War and has also written articles for
local publications including Treasures of Malta, Melita
Historica and the Times of Malta. She has recently
curated a couple of local art exhibitions.

Christine Porter Lofaro
Christine Porter Lofaro commenced her artistic formation
at a young age. She attended Art classes at the Malta
Government School of Art and also at the Society of Arts
Manufactures and Commerce in Valletta. She continued
to develop different styles and techniques under the
private tuition of Mr. Harry Alden, who was one of Bridget
Riley’s students. Christine’s highly realistic oil paintings
are like snapshots taken from an imaginative world that
is narrated through props, things, and figures. Her work
takes traditional ways of painting and applies them to
current times, through a fresh and contemporary lens.
Along with 18 years of teaching experience, Christine
holds an honours degree in Art and a Master’s degree
in Creativity and Innovation from the University of Malta.
In 2016, she obtained a Ph.D. from the University of
Sheffield (UK) with research on studio spaces and the
creative process. Christine is a full-time artist and a
visiting lecturer at the University of Malta.
In 2019, Christine has been added as a member of the
International Guild of Realism. Founded in 2002, the guild
recognizes talented contemporary realists, while also building
bridges between collectors and artists working in this field.
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SUPPORTERS
Much gratitude to our dear sponsors. Without your contribution, the SAF Student
Prize Malta & Gozo and this event would not have been a success.

Kenneth Gauci Borda from VEE GEE BEE

Laura Swale from Allura

DORMAXPRESS
print

|

design

signs

|

print

|

Michael Micallef from Dormax Press Co Ltd
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Gabriel Mifsud from Malta Daily

Staff from the Corporate and Events Sales at
Intercontinental Malta &
Holiday Inn Express
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SOVEREIGN FUNDRAISING INITIATIVES

Throughout the year, the Trust and Pensions’ teams at Sovereign Malta have been
organizing and participating in a series of different events and initiatives with the ultimate
objective of fundraising to donate to a chosen local charity that matches the Sovereign
Art Foundations’ core beliefs.
Among the events, which included a virtual Wine Tasting of Howard’s Folly wines, a guided
hike and family picnic around Buskett and a Christmas raffle, together with the sale of
postcards and prints of the previous year’s finalists of the Sovereign Art Foundation, the
Malta office has managed to raise around €2,000 that will be donated entirely to support
Camp Willingness.
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CAMP WILLINGNESS
Camp Willingness was founded last year as a summer school focusing on emotional
intelligence and emotional regulation. It is a workshop that takes place on Saturdays in
Buskett as well as during the school holidays.
Using arts, crafts, and practices such as yoga and mindfulness, the Camp Willingness’
teachers together with diverse art educators, child and educational psychologists, and
education experts work to improve a child’s emotional intelligence skills as well as equip
them with skills such as arts, crafts, needlework, presentation skills, amongst others.
At Camp Willingness, children are given the space and tools needed to express their
emotions as well as guided through regulating them throughout the use of art.
Sharing the same values, the Sovereign Art Foundation is delighted to partner this year
with Camp Willingness, supporting multiple children from residential homes or children
whose parents cannot afford to send their kids to private summer workshops.
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Founded in Gibraltar in 1987 Sovereign
has since grown into one of the world’s
largest independent corporate and trust
service providers currently managing
over 20,000 clients with assets under
administration in excess of £20 billion.
Sovereign Corporate Services –
Establish and support your business
Sovereign Private Client Services –
Trusts, Wealth Management and
Succession Planning
Sovereign Retirement Planning –
Corporate, Personal, International
Pensions
Sovereign Insurance Services –
Insurance solutions for Corporate and
Private clients
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We have established a network of offices
or agents in all major international
finance centres allowing our clients to
access a global service from a local point
of delivery. We hold the appropriate
authorisations in all jurisdictions that
require us to be licensed.

Visit SovereignGroup.com to
contact your nearest office
T: +356 21 228 411
ml@SovereignGroup.com
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ST GEORGE'S BAY, ST JULIAN'S, STJ 3310
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malta@ihg.com

+356 2137 7600

Bellavista Street San Gwann
T: 21385584 · E: art@vgb.com.mt
Shop Online
www.vgbart.com.mt
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Waves getting on shore
Acrylic on canvas

Isaac Cuschieri Magro, 14
Archbishop’s Minor Seminary School

“I have lovingly worked on this piece, adding texture, colour, light, and shadow. This
painting depicts a Bahamian beach during a sunset. I wanted to create contrast
between the humdrum and melancholy foreground to the coruscating, vibrant, and
jovial sky. I wanted to capture the calming energy of the setting sun illuminating over
the sea.”
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Self-Portrait after Frida Kahlo

Acrylic and graphite pencils on textured paper

Daphne Delicata, 15
Bishops Conservatory Secondary School, Victoria Gozo

“Self-Portrait after Frida Kahlo”
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Hope is Where There’s You
Acrylic on canvas

Stefania Farrugia, 18
G.F. Abela Junior College

“This piece is a personal self-portrait on how after suffering a mental illness, and losing
all hope in recovering, conveys that there is light in the end of the tunnel. This piece
shows how I found hope in the hands of affection, and how it brought me back up on
my feet. It symbolises how one should never lose hope in life even though some roads
may be tough, every cloud has a silver lining. The muted colours contrast that of the
colourful hues, the broken feeling is displayed by showing hints of background colour
on the emotionless face. A look or serendipity is given off by the figure that displays
sign of hope and affection. “If you’re loved you’ll never be alone” – San Ġorġ Preca”
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Running for Life

Watercolour paint, archival ink, mixed media paper

Anastasia Beruashvili, 18
G.F. Abela Junior College

“Painting Running for Life was originally made for the college art project “Life”. It shows
combat medic running away, stumbling from the explosions which surround him from
every side during World War II. One can easily see panic and fear on his face that he
will fall or be hit by a bomb. In such situations even medic cannot control if he will
survive or die.”
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The Wise Man

Charcoal and graphite on Heavy weight paper

Aurora Mifsud, 16
G.F. Abela Junior College

“The Wise Man is a portrait of my grandfather, an idol, a caring and supportive figure
in my life. The fatigue and strong experiences of life are represented in the sweat
droplets on his glasses which did not have the last word. On his right shoulder he has
a cloth, to symbolize that all bad days come to an end as it helps him wipe his glasses.
For years, he has cared for me as his own daughter, and I shall remain forever grateful
to that. This is a work to honour his life and all that he represents in my life.”
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Look Beyond the Darkness
Acrylic on paper

Karl Vella Bamber, 17
G.F. Abela Junior College

“This artwork is a reflection of the tensed times I was going through in my personal
life as a student. It was a week of breathless assignments, and intense tests at the
college. Hence, this figural representation became a direct reflection of my status at
the time. I used strong and harsh brushstrokes to express this inner turmoil that one
experiences during tough times, and immense light contrast on the figure against the
dark abyss to…”
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Believe in yourself
Watercolour on paper

Maxine Calleja, 17
G.F. Abela Junior College

“While having company is extremely important and we usually tend to depend on
others and seek their approval, there are situations where we find ourselves alone
and in isolation. This happened mostly during the COVID-19 pandemic when many
have felt lonely during the lockdown periods. Although we might feel helpless in such
situations, we should believe so much more in ourselves. We must believe that we
can achieve what we truly want and deserve. Believing in ourselves will allow others
to believe in us. For this painting I was inspired by my younger sister who is quite
self-confident for her teenage years. This is why I portrayed her in this casual and
foreshortened pose.”
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The Waves of Change
Acrylic (Impasto)

Ruslana Grima, 17
G.F. Abela Junior College

“This artwork is entitled The Waves of Change because of how time passes, and that
within every second everything changes. This evokes the situation we are currently
living in and how the pandemic made everyone’s life change. Impasto is a technique
which I used to create the flow of the artwork, keeping in mind the hues and contrast
between blues. I love the outcome; however, I loved the process even more.”
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Cloud Watching
Digital art

Kathleen Flask, 16
Giovanni Curmi Higher Secondary School

“Some of the many things that inspire me as an artist are clouds. Since I love to daydream,
I often think about and try to imagine what shape a cloud reminds me of when I see
one in the sky. The idea behind this piece is to illustrate that idea, when you see a cloud
looking awfully a lot like a dragon – only this time, it is one. I added my original character
and Maltese cliff scenery as I feel those represent my artistic identity.”
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The Morning Star
Watercolour and ink

Emilio Salvia, 16
Giovanni Curmi Higher Secondary School

“Artist of inspiration: Dario Argento (suspiria), Francisco Goya, Stanley Kubrick Artistic
concept: unease, sadness, and fatigue Artistic Description: The Morning Star refers to
the biblical character of Lucifer, which in this case is shown with two characters, one
alive and the other one dead. Colour meaning: The green means the rotten, the vices
and the sins, while the red means anger, suffering.”

28

Thanatophobia

Aquarelles, acrylics, watercolours, markers & pencil

Leonees Bianco James, 16
Giovanni Curmi Higher Secondary School

“Thanatophobia means fears of death. The idea of this artwork came from the current
pandemic...since the only thing we are trying to do right now is stay alive and protect
ourselves. It inspired me due to the fact that most of us are frightened of the concept of
death because it is an uncontrollable situation…”

29

Red Mystery
Digital art

Julia Zdunczyk, 15
Maria Regina College

“Through this artwork I wanted to make the viewer question my character. Why is he
smiling? Why are his gloves red? Why is red the main colour? What did he do? You’ll
never know the truth.”
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Facing Grim Reality
Coloured pencils

Rana Sanugha, 14
Maria Regina College

“I always admire people who face life’s challenges in a form and composed manner.”
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Hope

Acrylics on canvas

Maria Cassar, 14
San Andrea School

“A contemporary general feeling is that the world is deteriorating, man-made
structures and human intervention in general is engulfing the environment causing
drastic climate changes and disease.”
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Depersonalisation
Digital art

Theodora Galea, 15
San Andrea School

“A self-portrait drawn digitally with an overlaying pattern for a more hallucinatory effect.
It reflects dissociation and depersonalisation leading to detachment with one’s own
refection in the mirror. The facial expression in fact portrays frustration and confusion.”
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What We’re Made Of
Mixed media

Gaia Grima, 16
St Martin’s College

“As human beings we are biologically made up from DNA, cells, bones, muscles and
many more but these are not the only things that define us. The way we act and the
emotions we feel, and our soul all affect us.”
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Guardian Angel
Digital art

Thomas Gatt, 15
Stella Maris College

“My digital artwork inspired me to come up with this concept because I enjoy drawing
anatomy. I challenged myself to use digital art. For the background, I decided to draw
a sunset because I like vibrant colours. In my opinion, it is a simple way to bring an art
piece to life.”
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Dust in The Wind
Oil on canvas

Leah Attard, 15
The Malta Visual and Performing Arts School

“The wind and flowing hair truly create an expressive feel to this oil portrait, somewhat
a free spirit. With carefully chosen colour palette and stokes I tried my best to bring
out the expression of this truly captivating shot.”
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Occhi Diversi

Coloured pencils on paper

Milena Scicluna, 15
The Malta Visual and Performing Arts School

“In my piece I wanted to express the topic of diversity which is indicated in my subject’s
eyes as they are different in hue. My goal was to create a piece that is different from
other pieces about diversity as they are usually based around race but in reality,
diversity goes beyond race and affects various aspects of people’s lives. I believe that
diversity can be beautiful and being unique is something one should take pride in, not
hide away. All of this inspired me to create the piece submitted.”
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One Year Later
Oil paint

Ylenia Schembri, 15
The Malta Visual and Performing Arts School

“It is a depiction of a realistic self-portrait with an abstract background.”
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